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Background 
On Tuesday, 15 November 2022, Carnegie Europe organised in Paris the EU Cyber Direct’s second New Tech 
Roundtable, titled ‘Dilemmas of Disruptive Innovation: Advancing EU and OECD Approaches’. Part of a 
series that aims at advancing research on the EU’s cooperation with relevant partners on new and emerging 
technologies, this private event brought together 21 scholars, experts and policymakers. They met in Paris to 
discuss under Chatham House rule how the EU and the OECD could take leadership roles in multi-level 
cooperation on the governance of artificial intelligence (AI) and emerging and disruptive technologies (EDTs) at 
large. Introductory remarks were given by Rosa Balfour and Patryk Pawlak, before Andrew W. Wyckoff, director 
of Science, Technology, and Innovation at the OECD, delivered keynote remarks to kickstart the conversation of 
the roundtable’s first session, entitled 'Making Sense of New Frontiers and Challenges in Science, 
Technology, and Innovation Policies'. Moderated by Dennis Broeders, the discussion set out to explore the 
state of play of EDTs, before considering the policy options of multilateral institutions to ensure innovation that 
is responsible, sustainable and respectful of human rights in a market-driven framework. Expert remarks were 
given by Raluca Csernatoni and Paul Timmers. The second session, with the title 'The Transnational 
Governance of Trustworthy and Responsible AI: Room for EU-OECD Cooperation?' was moderated by 
Raluca Csernatoni and featured expert remarks by Joanna Bryson and Raquel Jorge. The conversation aimed to 
advance the thinking on shared governance approaches between the EU and the OECD and how they can 
employ their complementary competencies to shape international conversations and advance cooperation on 
the transnational governance of trustworthy and responsible AI. The closing remarks were delivered by Kulani 
Abendroth-Dias and Raluca Csernatoni. 

Main messages 
The fast pace of technological innovation has put international regulatory regimes and governance architectures 
to the test. EDTs, ranging from AI systems and Big Data to cloud computing, autonomous robotics and 
biotechnologies to quantum technologies have become central to recent EU and OECD science, technology, 
and innovation agendas. These and other EDTs present both risks and opportunities when it comes to the 
responsible governance of the digital transition, the dual-use nature of technological innovation, and their 
broader impact on economies and societies. There is a clear need for flexible and innovative governance 
mechanisms that enable institutions and governments to successfully navigate the so-called fourth industrial 
revolution for the benefit of citizens.  

AI stands out as one of the most debated and contested innovations. How should AI be governed and regulated 
without hampering innovation in this evolving field, and can it really be human-centric, trustworthy, and 
responsible? In this regard, the event zoomed in on how the EU and the OECD could take a leadership role 
concerning the multi-level cooperation on mission-oriented and responsible innovation, the digital 
robustness of societies and economies, and how to elevate the role of science and technology in anticipatory 
innovation governance models. Equally, at a time of frequent geopolitical tensions among countries over 
digital and AI governance issues, as well as distrust among stakeholders in different sectors, effective 
international agreement over shared values, norms, and principles is required more than ever. 

The roundtable achieved two goals: first, it explored the state of play, challenges and new frontiers regarding 
the EU and OECD approaches to science, technology and innovation, especially in the case of EDTs; and second, 
it unpacked and examined the human-centric, trustworthy and responsible governance of AI, including new 
avenues for EU and OECD engagement. The discussion examined the state of play of EU and OECD initiatives 
concerning EDTs. Overall, the end goal was to explore avenues of EU-OECD coordination to advance EDT 
innovation that is reflective of broader security, economic, legal and ethical considerations.  
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The first out of two sessions, 'Making Sense of New Frontiers and Challenges in Science, Technology, and 
Innovation Policies', reflected on how the EU and the OECD are important players in the development of high-
tech innovation ecosystems that are open to emerging and disruptive technologies (EDTs). To create a common 
understanding of the short- and long-term measures that both the EU and the OECD could take, this session 
explored models of technological innovation by highlighting commonalities and differences in the EU’s and the 
OECD’s approaches to the governance of EDTs, before considering the policy options of multilateral institutions 
to ensure innovation that is responsible, sustainable, and respectful of human rights in a market-drive 
framework. The notion of the EU’s digital sovereignty in EDTs was highlighted, particularly in relation to 
proposals for a European cloud infrastructure and semiconductors. 

The discussion focused on the following key issues and questions:  

> Long considered as a universal policy-recipe for economic growth, as well as social prosperity and 
geopolitical power, the promise of science, technology and innovation seems to be increasingly put into 
question. Due to massive demand of electronics and information and communication technologies, the 
global landscape is in a midst of a digital and industrial transformation, the fourth industrial revolution, 
where EDTs give way to new visions of progress, but also fierce geopolitical and geoeconomics 
competition. The panellists noted that frameworks, such as ‘responsible’ or ‘mission-oriented’ 
innovation, have become commonplace parlance and practice in the international governance of the 
innovation-society-economy nexus both across the EU and OECD. But which EDTs will represent the 
greatest strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats and why? How should we define (dual use) 
EDTs?  

> In this respect, the participants also reflected on the need to put forward anticipatory innovation 
governance tool, such as foresight methods and horizon scanning to better understand technology 
trends, including their impact on society and economy, as well as potential opportunities and risks. The 
participants also flagged the fact that the EU and the OECD, as institutions of multilateral global 
governance, have an important role in developing high-tech innovation ecosystems in line with the 
demands of the fourth industrial revolution, an ecosystem of excellence that is open to emerging 
technologies, flexible regulatory interventions, responsible innovation and vibrant market-driven 
solutions. 

> In order to achieve such aims, up-to-date and ambitious governance levers, investments, and policies 
to put into place so that they balance the uptake of fundamental rights-respecting EDTs while also 
encouraging pioneering science, technology and innovation. The goal is to achieve the triple goals of 
smart innovation-led economic grows, inclusion, and sustainability. One key takeaway is that there is 
value-added in EU and OECD-wide governance and coordination processes, by establishing joined 
policy frameworks suitable for the research and innovation of trustworthy technologies, by fostering 
open markets, standards-setting, competition, entrepreneurship, data availability and technical 
expertise, and by supporting the widespread uptake of new technologies. In this regard, the lack of 
limited societal engagement and public participation in innovation governance and the overall digital 
transformation could be a major barrier to the uptake and dissemination of EDTs. 

The second out of two sessions, 'The Transnational Governance of Trustworthy and Responsible AI: Room 
for EU-OECD Cooperation?, reflected on how efforts to set norms and standards for trustworthy, responsible 
and human-centric AI systems are constrained by competing geopolitical, national and big-tech interests. To 
advance the thinking on shared governance approaches between the EU and the OECD, this session focused on 
how they can employ their complementary competencies to shape international normative conversations and 
advance cooperation on the transnational governance of trustworthy and responsible AI. The discussion around 
the table emphasised that: 

> The tectonic plates of governing and regulating technology, including EDTs, have shifted massively in 
recent years, creating new opportunities for international engagement between the EU and the OECD 
to develop both norms and governance processes, as well as future standards and shared expectations 
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surrounding technology innovation, deployment and policy practice. Participants pointed out that 
against the backdrop of great power rivalry, weaponized economic interdependencies and rising 
competition between corporate tech giants, AI innovation capabilities and capacities have emerged as 
a particular focus of policy and governance interventions. Indeed, the directions of AI innovation in the 
EU and OECD nations aim to align public and private interactions in order to drive AI-enabled 
technologies towards advancing public interest, human rights, social inclusion, and economic well-
being. But increased efforts need to be dedicated to EU and OECD actions that make the impact of AI 
across all sectors of society more comprehensible to broader publics. 

> The participants debated at large the EU’s first mover approach to pursuing an AI-specific risk-based 
and horizontal regulation in the case of the AI Act, while noting that the OECD supports governments 
by analysing the economic and societal impacts of AI systems and by identifying good practices for 
public policy. The Global Partnership of Artificial Intelligence (GPAI) was mentioned, as a 
multistakeholder initiative aimed at supporting the responsible research, innovation and uses of AI 
systems in congruences with human-cantered governance processes. By reinforcing that AI-enabled 
innovations should not infringe upon fundamental rights and democratic values, the discussion 
particularly compared and contrasted the EU and OECD AI-focused governance initiatives against 
broader key digital services, markets, and data governance practices. Regarding the EU’s AI Act, the 
debate questioned the definitional dimensions of general-purpose AI systems, whether the regulatory 
initiatives is flexible and future-proof, and how it compares with other initiatives around the world 
concerning the promotion of responsible, human-centric, and trustworthy AI innovation.  

> The discussion also noted that while the so-called “Brussels-Effect” has showcased the EU’s normative 
and market power, the reality of shaping international norms and standards of responsible, ethical, and 
trustworthy AI is more complex. This is especially true given a very crowded and competitive global 
context, dominated by other international organizations, technological giants and great powers, as well 
as differing interpretation of what framings such as “responsible”, “ethical”, and “trustworthy” mean for 
the development and deployment of AI systems. One key takeaway is that this leaves little space for 
stand-alone EU or OECD norms, principles, and standards, but offers opportunities to jointly shape 
international norms promotion and regulatory cooperation with key institutional and national partners 
in multilateral fora.  

Key takeaways  
The second instalment of the EU Cyber Direct’s New Tech Roundtable series was a successful effort to bring 
together scholars, experts, and policymakers from OECD and the EU institutions. By offering an off-the-record, 
in-person setting, participants were enabled to have frank and constructive discussions on common issues of 
EU-OECD cooperation in the field of emerging and disruptive technologies, special consideration being given 
to the governance of human-centric, trustworthy, and ethical AI. The participants also profited from the group’s 
diversity. With more than half of the roundtable’s panellist being women, the event contributed to countering 
the male dominance in the fields of new tech and AI.  

The focused discussion and the questions raised during the roundtable indicate that a great interest exist to 
advance the EU’s thinking on new and emerging technologies and for the Union to engage with external 
partners on this issue. The discussion yielded that the EU has the potential of becoming a key player in the 
responsible and value-based governance of EDTs without hampering the innovation of the EU’s 
technological and industrial base, but it must enhance her own capacity to dedicate the necessary institutional 
resources, facilitate increased coordination amongst Member States and with key private sector players, as well 
as across EU institutions and agencies. This will ensure that engagement with external partners can be as 
effective and efficient as possible. The EU Cyber Direct project will continue these conversations with 
policymakers within the EU institutions and beyond as well as other relevant stakeholders through its 
workstream on emerging disruptive technologies.  
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About EU Cyber Direct – EU Cyber Diplomacy Initiative  
EU Cyber Direct – EU Cyber Diplomacy Initiative supports the European Union’s cyber diplomacy and 
international digital engagements in order to strengthen rules-based order in cyberspace and build cyber 
resilient societies. To that aim, we conduct research, support capacity building in partner countries, and promote 
multistakeholder cooperation. Through research and events, EU Cyber Direct regularly engages in the 
discussions about the future of international cooperation to fight cybercrime and strengthen criminal justice 
systems globally.  

To learn more, please visit the project website www.eucyberdirect.eu or contact Nils Berglund, Outreach and 
Public Engagement Coordinator, nils.berglund@iss.europa.eu.   
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